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1. SYRIA MEDIA GAVE EXTENSIVE COVERAGE TO EXPLOSION OF 
BOBBY-TRAPPED CAR IN CROWDED DOWNTOWN AREA OE DAMASCUS AT 
1430 LOCAL lULY 10. EXPLOSION TOOK PLACE ONLY A FEW YARDS 
FROM SITE WHERE SCAFEOLDS ARE TRADITIONALLY ERECTED EOR 
OFEICIAL SYRIAN GOVERNMENT EXECUTIONS IN MARIEH SQUARE 

AND DIAGONALLY ACROSS STREET EROM MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. 

2. FLAVOR OF MEDIA COVERAGE IS CONTAINED IN HEADLINE OF 
JULY 10 AL-BAATH: "BAGHDAD ASSASSINS CLAIM RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR A NEW SAVAGE CRIME. BOOBY-TRAPPED CAR EXPLODES IN 
MARJEH 
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SQUARE WITH 55 CITIZENS KILLED AND WOUNDED. EXPLOSION 
CAUSED SEVERE DAMAGE TO MOSQUE, HOTEL AND A NUMBER OF 
SHOPS AND STORES. THE CRIME REFLECTS THE BLOODY, CRIMINAL 
NATURE OE THE BAGHDAD RULERS AND THEIR QUEST FOR VENGENCE 
AGAINST SYRIA AND ITS PEOPLE." ACCOMPANYING ARTICLE 
DETAILED THAT IN ADDITION TO TWO VICTIMS KILLED INSTANTLY, 

34 HAD BEEN HOSPITALIZED BUT SUBSEQUENTLY RELEASED AND 19 
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OTHERS REMAINED HOSPITALIZEDHQITH WOUNDS, TWO OF THEM 
CRITICALLY. CAR WHICH WAS COMPLETELY DEMOLISHED WAS 
DESCRIBED AS DATSUN WITH GERMAN LICENSE PLATE WHICH HAD 
ENTERED COUNTRY IN TRANSIT ON JULY 4. 

3. MEDIA REPORTED THAT IRAQI NEWS AGENCY BROADCAST 
EVENING JULY 10 HAD CARRIED COMMUNIQUE OF "ORGANIZATION 
OF SYRIAN REVOLUTIONARIES" WHICH HAD CLAIMED RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR EXPLOSION. SARG WAS QUICK TO PLACE ENTIRE RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR EXPLOSION AT DOOR OF IRAQI REGIME STRESSING ALSO THAT 
INTENDED VICTIMS WERE INNOCENT MEMBERS OF SYRIAN POPULACE. 

3. COMMENT: 

THIS IS SECOND BOOBY-TRAPPED CAR EXPLOSION IN DAMASCUS 
WITHIN PAST WEEK. BOTH EXPLOSIONS SEEMED AIMED AT EMBARRASS- 
ING SYRCEN SECURITY 

SRVICES, EIRST HAVING TAKEN PLACE CLOSE 

TO AIR FORCE HEADQUARTERS AND SECOND ACROSS STREET 

FROM MINISTRY 

Q INTERGNJ. IF SECOND EXPLOSION WAS 

INTENDED TO OCCUR WHEN IT DID, SHORTLY AFTER SYRIAN OFEICES 
CLOSED AND IN CROWDED DOWNTOWN 
SQUARE, IT INDICATES THAT 

PERPETRATORS ARE MORE VICIOUSLY MOTIVATED THAN THOSE 
REYLONSIBLE FOR MOST OTHER BOMBINGS LAST SUMMER AND 
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BEEORE. IN MOST CASES PAST BOMBS WERE SET TO EXPLODE AT 
PLACES AND TIMES AWAY FROM LARGE NUMBERS OF PEOPLE. GENERAL 
FEELING IS THAT SMALL, DETERMINED GROUP WHICH APPEARS TO 
BE BEHIND THESE EXPLOSIONYFWILL BE DIEFICULT TO APPREHEND 
AND DAMASCUS IS LIKELY TO WITNESS FURTHER SUCH INDICATIONS 
OF VIOLENCE IN COMING WEEKS. 

MURPHY 
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